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WELCOME TO MOODBOARD CAPITALISM *

Postmodernity references
itself.

It absorbs every critique and
re-packages it as a new
aspirational trend cycle, until
it no longer poses a threat

Global Urgent Trends, 2026



When did repbellion start 1o feel so |ame™
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% Subversion these days still has cultural valor but is very much
PERFORMED SUBVERSION operating within a system that feels safe

. . * .
Asceticism Eé;gp?g;iﬁr Spiritialitu* Intel lectual ism*
—Minimal ism _Workuear _Astroloay EZ§;Ig;mat1ue
_Eg?alg?unaes _Builder Core _Catholic Core “Librarian Core
— _Ironic _Mysticism _Dark academia
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PERFORMED SUBUERSION *
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VIING SOON
BROADWAY .

The highly visually trained A\L7 T S
GenZ has perfected the way WAEOr Y YN,

i 7, e (,/y b

to capitalize on the allure of
working class subversion -
but without risking the
precarity that goes with it
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'PILLARS OF MOODBOARD CAPITALISM

c_taste cul ture 3_ironYy 4__ subversion for
dlgorithm
rough identity constructed detachment as self- rebellion optimized for
through references protection never fully visibility designed to
nsibility cultural knowledge as committing, never fully engage, not to disrupt
ducts social currency exposed
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*CURATED WORKING CLASS TEXTURE

Can You sPot
the difference?
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limit

Real texture * Performed texture *
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DIE LIBERAL SLAY QUEEN

THE EXERCISEX

Once we l|learn 1o speot the
diTference between true
3ubstance and i1ts aesthetic
upe.

Maybe we can start 1o
arrrecidte authenticity gasain

@pathetic
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REINUENTING COMPL IANCE* S?Ji@sleli?:;igzl}stists because each generation invents a hew way to

BOOMER MILLENIALS GENZ i PUNK

COMPL IANCE > DISRUPTION > PERFORMANCE ; RESISTANCE
staying turning cosk|aying i structural
obedient and critidue subversion . refusal rather
suprProrting into over redl 5 than sYmbolic

ihstitutions markets resistance i oPPosition
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11’s polite refusal*

Resistance does not have 1o be 4goasressive.
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CRITICAL CULTURAL AWAKENING * E::Qntgig;;);;;?ieg;oup that has perfected the performance is

@ thestreetpie - 1 Tag
Fur dich vorgeschlagen
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@ oo R T PANTS WIDTH COFFEE INDEX
Damn.... I'm kinda

tired of living inside a giant pyramid

scheme run by a bunch of pedophiles

=
—

[ don’t waht

thestreetpie After traveling across Europe and beyond, one thing
feels clear: authenticity is becoming rare. It makes me a little... mehr

Ubersetzung anzeigen
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evil[doesnitidie

WE ARE ALL
RIPSTERS

Maybe the most hated cultural archetype of
the 21st century - our disdain towards the
Hipster obscures how deeply he has shaped
modern consumption — and how much we
have all followed in his footsteps.
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* Hipster culture has created the framework for identity based consumption and
WE ARE ALL HIPSTERS personal branding that is so widely accessible today

The Tech Bro/ The Girlboss The Bi9 Pants

maticha

™
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ihe sPirit of Punk dead?

)ut it has been in a state of managed
ion for some time. Kept alive enough to
ferenced, but not enough to threaten

ling.
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RADICAL CASTRATION *

Over the past decades, the term radical has been morally charged by the left and
right to maintain the status quo

CENTER LEFT

RIGHT WING

Corporate adoption of
leftist talking points
(green-washing/queer-washing)

,radical* is being framed by establist
unproductive in a sha

2
i
2
i
2
>

Sabotaging socialist ideas within
democratic framework

UNDERMINING

POLARIZING

aming even center left
2as as ,,radical” to polarize

Using socialist talking points to win majorities
while pursuing goal of more inequality
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* Young people have lived through an intense timeline within only a
FROM HOPE TO RESISTANCE decade, forcing them to adopt different attitudes towards reality

Mid 2010’s

4( HOPE )—( ESCAPISHM RESISTANCE
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at then is
NK?

Is a position that does not operate

 place of fear but from one of a
tion to thought.

out the refusal to make peace with
s unacceptable. That refusal is still
)le. It just requires choosing it.
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2_ self- the cost of
- gdeconstruction determination conviction

sthetic choices.
N consequence.
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AT

The refusal to resolve complexity into clean
answers or comfortable positions.An acceptance
that the contradictions in our systems are real,
and that sitting with them honestly is the
necessary starting point — for critical thinking, for
resistance, for anything that follows.

L,

attention > solution

Stays present in contradiction,
conflict,and complexity.
|dentifies the perversion of
,normality*

Holds position without needing
resolution or purity.
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truction
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The habit of questioning frameworks before \_>

WOI"king W|th|n them.An intereSt in WhO bU|It the process > status
system, who it serves, and what it silently B tes at a level where the
normalizes. Punk subversion operates at the level medium itself becomes the
subject. Exposes structure
instead of decorating it. Refuses

hipster irony ends — at the point where polish when polish hides how
things actually work.

\ /P ' of structure, not just aesthetics. It begins where

observation becomes interrogation.
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etermination

The discipline of autonomy: knowing what you

S actually think, separate from what the algorithm \_>
I’ewal”dS.And then aCting on it — DIY not as an freedom > performance
Tt aesthetic but as a practice of building from that .
B . Detaches from external metrics
2. position without waiting for permission or of success. Prioritizes internal
%y T , 1o .. . : alienment over visibility, srowth,
"= institutional validation. Not individualism, but the 5 . )8
LNy or career logic. The act itself
. capacity to operate from a place that isn't simply a becomes the reward.

reaction to social feedback or market logic.
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st of conviction

- . Active resistance as a choice with real material

consequences — not a mood, not an aesthetic. \_>
The Wi||ingneSS to pl"iOr'itize aUthentiC POSition position > conhvehience

over market value, to hold a legible stance on o |
Maintains a public stance even

something that matters even when strategic when uncomfortable.

Grounded in a consistent

7 : ) internal logic.
recognition that something real is always at stake, Willing to absorb backlash

instead of diluting position.

ambiguity would be more comfortable. A

and that this is precisely the point.
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o, The rebirth of the spirit of punk is inevitable, the precursors are already here yet
PUNK RENNAISANCE The rebirth c

analog rebelli

brat ‘ aestheticize
subversic
Y2K cosplay ‘

nostalgia trends
girlboss feminism
clean girl aesthetic ‘

o
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itever comes
1 cannot be
yther
apoard.
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