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Belietf Mi9rat 'i.l'.:lr'l* As shared belief systems erode, meaning migrates into markets, identities, and
algorithmic authority.
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Attention Economy

Industrial Revolution Advertising Age Social Media
(19th century) (mid 20th century) (21st century)

Secular Ideologies (nation, progress, enlightenment)

Renaissance French Revolution
(14th-17th century) (1789)
Institutional Religion
First religious artifacts Sumerian (ca 3500 BC) Hinduism Christianity Islam Christian Reformation
(ca 30.000 BC) Egyptian (ca 3100 BC) (ca 2000 AD) (313 AD) (622 AD) (1517)
Judaism (ca 4-3,500 BC)
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Belief Synthesis® Belief does not emerge in isolation.

It evolves from the systems, narratives, and environments we build.

Economic Systems

Digital Infrastructure

Aesthetic Codes
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Purity as Transcehndence® Across different domains purity is framed as a path to transcendence,
promising escape from the human condition.

: Tech Body Politics Work/Productivity
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Escape Perfection Order Mastery
Immortality ; Control ; Certainty ; Achievement
y Transcendence i Social Status § Moral clarity . Self-erasure :
s C Method D ............ b C Method D s C Method D ............ PR C Method D .............
Automation Dieting Simplified narratives Time management
Optimization : Fitness and Wellness : Moral binaries : Workflow hacks
: Algorithmic control : Cosmetic procedures : Strongman rule : Self-discipline .
E ............ C COSt D. ........... .§ E ............ C COSt D ............ § E ............ C COSt D. ........... .§ E ............ C COSt D ............ .§
Privacy Self-acceptance Nuance Mental Health
Serendipity [ Comfort [ Democracy [ Creativity

Human judgment ] Spontaneity ] Tolerance ] Human connection
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Purity as a Narrative Tool * Throughout history, purity repeatedly appears to manage complexity
by enforcing subordination

Protestant Reformation Tech Solutionism

e

Purity as salvation from the body : Purity as moral order : : Purity as control s Purity as system design
The body is treated as an obstacle to : Breaking with Catholic excess, virtue 5 S Women’s bodies and labor are - Frictionless experiences promise
moral clarity. Virtue is achieved through . : becomes discipline and self-regulation. . disciplined while being stripped of . salvation.
regulation, suppression, and : Morality to justify expansion, hierarchy, .o agency to uphold a system of virtue and .o Efficiency and optimization spill into
transcendence. . : and exclusion. - . order. - lifestyles and body-images.
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Fraasmentation v=s Meaning* As shared moral frameworks erode, cultural fragmentation enables
diversified, high-performing products.
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Shame to shame | ESSHESS* Moral systems that rely on creating subordination rather than

mediating friction tend to produce their own opposites

Neo-Fascism
S Anti-Woke °* = ‘el
: Guilt-Based . : Moral Lifestyle g - : : .
e e ,:. ‘3 Ethics .'. ... Slgnalmg = N Nostalgia Trends T ., % .:... .’ Manosphere
Call-Out Culture Flattening of EEFU 1.
Culture
2010’s Mid 2020’s
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“Staying with the trouble does not require
such a relationship to times called the future.

S T ﬁ v I H E In fact, staying with the trouble requires
learning to be truly present, not as a
vanishing pivot between awful or edenic
pasts and apocalyptic or salvific futures, but

as mortal critters entwined in myriad

unfinished configurations of places, times,
matters, meanings.”

— Donna Haraway
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Stayving With the Dirt * Staying with the Dirt is not nostalgia. It is the condition for building a

future that feels more human.

Purity ’ Optimizatio Escape e
Tech-Solutioni Overcomin Dominatio K . i Human Texture
the body - 3 . " . .
< Embodiment . . e

Transcendence as Solution Imperfection as Strategy
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STAYING WITH THE DIRT*

What does this mean fTor creative work?
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_vValues forward
_Frisk tolerance
_Pov over Polish
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\—> __tech fatigue \_>_Iocal pride \_> _cringe reclaim \_> _anti aesthetic

unoptimized > efficiency situated > global vulnerable > performance process > perfection







